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Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

• If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 14-28 and 43-45 are pending in this case. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's amendments have made moot the rejections under USC 1 12 and those 
rejections are removed. Art rejections stand as previously written. 

The wording of the claims in the current invention combined with the specification and 
the arguments presented by applicant still do not convince the examiner that the subject matter 
set forth in the claims is not able to be done using the AutoCAD software using the methods set 
forth by Wilson as cited previously. The concepts and differences between 3D modeling and 
2D drawings have not been adequately explained (if there is indeed a difference between 
previously known modeling systems and the current invention). 

All art rejections stand as previously written. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 

basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on : 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 14-18, 21-25, 28, 43-45 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by "AutoCAD 2000 - 3D Modeling, a Visual Approach" by John Wilson. 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/079,44 1 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2125 

3. Referring to claim 14, 21, 28-36, Wilson shows an information processing apparatus 
comprising: display control means for controlling the display of a 3D model and the virtual plane 
in the same virtual 3D space from a view point on a visual line which is different from the 
normal line of the virtual plane (Figure 6-17), the virtual plane on which attribution information 
including at least one of dimensions and dimensional tolerance on a 3D model is pasted being set 
by the attribution allocation plane setting means (Page 461); and changing means for changing 
direction of the visual line in response to selecting the displayed virtual plane on the virtual 3D 
space so that the normal line of the displayed virtual plane may coincide with the virtual line 
(Pages 476 and 477). 

4. Referring to claims 15, 16, 22, and 23, Wilson shows attribution information allocation 
means for allocating said attribution information in the normal direction of a virtual plane set by 
said attribution allocation plane setting means. Examiner notes that this means "using a layer" 
and assigning attributes to a specific layer. This is well known in as an AutoCAD function. 

5. Referring to claims 17 and 24, Wilson shows display method setting means for setting at 
least one of a display information set, a display magnification, a display center and a display 
direction (Figure 6. 1 8), storage means for storing, on said virtual plane set by said attribution 
allocation plane setting means, said display method information set by said display method 
setting means ("Dimensions in model space" paragraph on the page following page 459). 

6. Referring to claims 1 8 and 25, Wilson shows holding means for holding, together with . 
said 3D model, said virtual plane set by said attribution allocation plane setting means and said 
display method information set by said display method setting means. Examiner notes that this 
means "using a layer" and assigning attributes to a specific layer. This is well known in as an 
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AutoCAD function. Examiner also notes at the language of this claim is confusing and may be. 
misinterpreted. 

7. Referring to claims 43-45, Wilson shows attribution allocation plane selecting means for 
selecting a position of a virtual plane ("viewport", page 478), the virtual plane being displayed 
with a 3D model in the same virtual 3D space; and pasting means for pasting attribution 
information including at least one of dimensions and dimensional tolerance of the 3D model on : 
the virtual plane in response to designating input of attribution information (figure 6-18 and page 
461). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are ; 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person- 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the : 
manner in which the invention was made. 

9. Claims 19, 20, 26, and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
"AutoCAD 2000 - 3D Modehng, a Visual Approach" by John Wilson as shown above and 
further in view of "AutoCAD 2000: The complete reference" by David Cohn. 

10. Referring to claims 19 and 26, Wilson does not specifically show attribution information 
size setting means for, based on said display magnification for said display method information 
set by said display method setting means, setting the size of said attribution information base. 

1 1 . Cohn shows attribution information size setting means for, based on said display 
magnification for said display method information set by said display method setting means, 
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setting the size of said attribution information base (Examiner notes that this is an inherent 
feature to any graphics program. When you zoom in, the features get bigger.). 

12. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill at the time the invention was made to 
use the basic AutoCAD information as shown in Cohn in the 3D modeling of Wilson because thie 
parts shown in Cohn are simply pieces of the software of Wilson that are of such basic skill level 
that they are not shown in the reference. Examiners notes that all pieces of the Cohn reference : 
are also found in the Wilson reference because it is the very same software program. 

13. Examiner also notes that all claim limitations of claim 19 are moot because the "display 
magnification" limitation of claim 17 may not be selected. 

14. Referring to claim 20 and 27, Cohn shows a display coordinate axis setting means for 
setting the horizontal or perpendicular direction on a display; and display means for displaying 
said 3D model or said attribution information based on information set by said display coordinate 
axis setting means (Figure 19. 1). 

Conclusion 

1 5. TfflS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
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will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 . 1 36(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael D Masinick whose telephone number is (571) 272-3746.. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri, 7:30-4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Leo Picard can be reached on (571) 272-3749. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished ; 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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